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About Us
Since its establishment in 1951, The Science Teachers Association NSW Inc. has been
dedicated to inspiring science teachers and promoting the learning of science in NSW. As a
leader in science education, we strive for excellence and provide a platform for science
educators to connect, learn, and grow.

Our association is led by a team of staff and passionate science educators who volunteer
their time to foster an environment of supportive collegiality. We serve as a hub for science
educators across NSW, where teachers come together to learn, network, and discover
through our Networks, Conferences, and courses.

Founded on the principles of collaboration and professional development, we aim to
empower science teachers and contribute to the advancement of science education in NSW.
Join us in our mission to inspire and promote excellence in science education.

To foster a dynamic and professional community of science educators. 
Our Vision



Our
Mission

To advance the profession of science
teachers in NSW through the
provision of quality professional
development, information and
advocacy for the teaching of science. 

AUTHENTIC LEADERSHIP 
Serving and advocating for teachers 

COMMITMENT 
Committing to fellow science teachers
and to science education 

INCLUSIVITY
Collaborating inclusively 

INTEGRITY 
Knowing and doing what is right  

LIFELONG LEARNING 
Promoting and modelling lifelong
learning 

RESPONSIBILITY
Embracing opportunities to contribute,
lead and learn 

Our
Values



Our Council 
2023 Council Members:

Margaret Shepherd - President 
Lauren McKnight – Vice President 
Kathryn Newton - Treasurer 
Tracey-Ann Palmer 
Julie Rogers 
Jacqueline McCarthy 
Amy Ayres 
Sophia McLean
Ken Baumgarner
Leda McFadzean
Robin Gordon

The Science Teachers Association is
guided by a devoted Council consisting
of science teachers and educators who
generously volunteer their time to
oversee the Association. We thank our
2023 Council members for their
dedication and support. 

Our Team
Irena Tasevska - Executive Director
Visnja Aw - Project Manager
Emily Ha - Website and Admin Offier
Anne Muggleton - Finance Officer
Avril Turner - Marketing Specialist
Szilvia Lianos - Events Coordinator 
Ella Moroney - Events Assistant

The Science Teachers Association is
grateful for the work of our dedicated
office team.  The team at STANSW
plans and implements our program of
events, courses, online networks, and
provides services to our members.



2023 IN NUMBERS 

5,026
SUBSCRIBERS

YOUNG 
SCIENTIST

  

COURSES
AND
PL

704 
submissions for

   

945 
attendees at our

2,741  
MEMBERS 



Farewell and thank you
We want to express our heartfelt gratitude to Margaret Shepherd, our incredible outgoing
Council President, who is moving on to the pivotal role of President at the Australian Science
Teachers Association (ASTA).

Margaret has been the driving force behind our successes since commencing as President,
bringing dedication, wisdom, and expertise to the table. Her support for our initiatives has
been nothing short of extraordinary, creating a positive and thriving work environment for all.

We wish Marg all the best in her future endeavours and look forward to building on the
foundation she has helped establish.



In 2023 we celebrated the remarkable contributions of  Dr. Jenny Jones OAM, by
awarding Life Membership to STANSW, Jenny's  commitment to STANSW has
spanned since 1990, and her contributions have been both extensive and diverse.
Over the years, she has served in various roles on the council, including  Vice
President in 1992 and a six-year tenure as President from 1993 to 1998. Jenny's deep
passion for chemistry has translated into valuable contributions, enriching the
knowledge and understanding of this subject for teachers in New South Wales. She
continues to be a consistent and valuable contributor to SEN.

Congratulations, Jenny, and heartfelt thanks for the contributions you've made to
STANSW!

STANSW  Life Membership 



2023 was a notable year, as the new 7-10 syllabus was released
and we consulted with NESA on the new Primary and Stage 6
syllabuses.  Our syllabus working group has since developed into a
motivating piece in the puzzle as we continue to work with our
members, Heads of Science and curriculum designers to provide as
much insight as possible. Robin Gordon and Ken Baumgarner have
spearheaded this work to support the familiarisation, orientation
and design in preparation for a 2025 optional launch of 7-10.

In 2023, our membership remained strong and our council strongly
committed to serving the needs of our community of Science
Teachers. Our professional learning program was a resounding
success, with feedback suggesting that members continue to value
the online experience and opportunity to participate from afar.  The
online environment remains a positive inheritance from the COVID
pivot.

Our commitment to the Australian Science Teachers Association
has continued to be strong; we have enjoyed participating in the I-
cubed competition and having our members participate in the
fantastic professional learning available at CONASTA, which in
2023 celebrated it’s 70th year. 

After reviewing our financial obligations and working capacity, we
moved from the Professional Teacher’s Council offices to an
independent space with the Mathematics Association of NSW in
early 2024, driving forward a positive and encouraging space to
work for our support team as we continue to push towards our
strategic targets. We are fortunate to have such a strong team
moving into an inspiring future. 

I am fortunate to have the support of an incredible council and Vice
President, Lauren McKnight, who make being in a high performing
team rewarding, inspiring and exciting. Many thanks go to the
STANSW Councilors and staff for their dedication and commitment
to the association.

We are looking forward to maintaining the momentum as we
continue to build into the future of our students.

Amy Ayres
President

President's Report



Reflecting on the past year, I am deeply appreciative of the
remarkable achievements we have accomplished as an
association, and as a community of science teachers. Our
organisation remains steadfast in its commitment to ensuring
teachers' voices are heard and supporting them through the
implementation of new syllabuses. With great anticipation, I look
forward to the upcoming year, eager to build on our successes and
further our mission.

In 2023, our advocacy efforts focused on ensuring that teachers'
voices were integral to the development of the K-6 Science and
Technology, 7-10, and Stage 6 Science Syllabuses. This led to the
formation of syllabus working groups, which will continue to
support teachers with the implementation of the new syllabuses.

We are pleased to report an increase in our membership numbers,
with a particularly positive response from primary teachers.
Additionally, we successfully engaged more regional teachers
through increased online offerings, expanding our reach and
support across diverse geographic areas.

Our efforts were underpinned by increased support from sponsors
and industry partnerships. This support enabled us to end the year
sustainably, putting us in a strong position for future activities.

The Young Scientist program was once again a huge success. We
extend our heartfelt gratitude to the outgoing Young Scientist
Coordinator, Anjali Rao, for her years of dedicated service. We are
also deeply appreciative of our dedicated committee.

We also had the honor of awarding distinguished service awards to
several outstanding individuals in 2023: Susan Filan, Julie Rogers,
Roslyn Mahrous, Philippa Miller, Ashley Suter, Oriana Miano, and
James Cleaver. Their contributions have been invaluable to our
community.

As we look ahead, I am confident that we will continue to support
teachers, ensuring that their voices remain central to educational
development. 

Irena Tasevska
Executive Director

Executive Director's  Report 





A Year in Review
The Science Teachers Association hosted 12 events in 2023, including 4 conferences, 32
courses and a series of network events. 

Meet the Markers Conference 
STANSW K-12 Conference
7-10 Conference  
Stage 6 Conference 

Head Teachers Network 
Primary Teachers Network 
Science Extension Network

Literacy in Science Course 
Early Careers Teachers Course  
Differentiation in Science Course  

Young Scientist Awards

 STANSW 2023 Professional Learning 





Young Scientist 
2023 Young Scientist Program

The Science Teachers Association of New South Wales (STANSW) and the Young
Scientist Committee express their heartfelt gratitude to all supporters and participants
of the 2023 STANSW Young Scientist Program. Special thanks are extended to our
generous sponsors, dedicated volunteers, astute judges, and our venue partner for the
awards ceremony, the University of Technology Sydney (UTS).

At our awards ceremony we handed out over 100 prizes to students from right across
NSW. Students, families, and special guests enjoyed the keynote address from
mathematician Associate Professor Mary Coupland from UTS.

A special congratulations to the following winners of our Grand Awards.

2023 Young Scientist of the Year
1st place
Aarohi Deshmukh
The Hive Project

2nd Place
Danika Chan
Benchmarking of Computational Chemistry Models for Radiative Efficiency Calculations
of Small Atmospheric Molecules

3rd Place
Kohaku Nakagawa-Lagisz
Tea Time - How different tea types characteristics affect their rate of decomposition in
the water?

2023 Primary Young Scientist of the Year (Years 3-6)
Amy Dou
Egg-ceptional Adaptations

2023 Budding Young Scientist (Years K-2)
Elizabeth Ong-Ly
From Bin to Skin



2023 Rural Young Scientist of the Year:
1st Place
Nicalie McPherson
Trailer Light Tester

Highly Commended
Phoebe Gordon
The Impact of Environmental pH on the Regeneration and Mortality of an Undescribed
Planarian Species Endemic to Mt Canobolas Planarians

Cameron Grigg
Circulation Sandals

Isabella Menzies
The Effectiveness Of 0.5uM Doxorubicin With 10% Fetal Bovine Serum On Fibrosarcoma Cells

2023 Rural Primary Young Scientist of the Year:
Benjamin Oates
Take the Pressure Down!!!

Rowe Scientific Science Communication Award
1st Place
Elisabeth Fuller
Investigating the reproducibility of ball performance in various different tennis ball brands as
a result of ball wear

Highly Commended
Lilian Preston
Baldilocks And The Three Hairs - The Curse Of The Hard Hat And The Lady Tradie

 
 



Celebrating a Spectacular Night at the 2023 STANSW Young Scientist Awards
Ceremony

The Science Teachers Association of New South Wales & the Young Scientist Committee
are overjoyed as we reflect on the incredible success of the 2023 awards night. We want
to express our heartfelt gratitude to all the fantastic supporters and participants who
made the 2023 STANSW Young Scientist Program a resounding triumph.

A huge shoutout to our generous sponsors, dedicated volunteers, astute judges, and our
fantastic venue partner for the awards ceremony, the University of Technology Sydney
(UTS). 



Amy Ayres
Leda McFadzean
Erin Munn
Rhys Briscoe-Hough
Jacqueline McCarthy
Joshua Westerway
Annie Martin
Phil ippa Mil ler

Margaret Shepherd
Kathryn Newton 

K-12 Conference 

Margaret Shepherd
Mora Soliman

2023 ORGANISING COMMITTEES
Meet the Markers    

Stage 6 Conference 

HALT Course

Julie Rogers
Lisa Cabral
Ami Morrow
Adam Sloane
Caroline Burge
Andrew Eaton
Mora Soliman
Samantha Clark

Primary Teachers Network
Jacqueline McCarthy
Annie Martin
Philippa Miller
Sally Biskupic
Helen Georgiou

We thank all science educators who have contributed to excellence in science
education either, as an Organising Committee member or one of the hundreds of
teachers who have presented at one of our conferences or contributed to our
Science Education News journal.  We welcome involvement from all teachers and
educators in our Organising Committees and conferences.  If you would like to be
involved please contact us.  

Young Scientist 
Anjali Rao
Daisy Kong
Edwina Hine
Elizabeth O'Connor
Leonard Cheung 
Matthew McKenzie
Phil ippa Mil ler 
Sian Ware
Lisa Louie

Early Career Teachers Course
Robin Gordon

Tracey-Anne Palmer
Roslyn Mahrous
Sue Farroukh

7-10 Conference Committee

Ken Baumgarner
Margaret Shepherd
Joe Coll ins
Jenny Jones

Resources Committee

Differentiation in Science Course
Amy Ayres
Silvia Rudman

Margaret Shepherd
Jennifer Ming
Colin Harrison
Tiny Linaris

Head Teachers Network
Science Extension Network
Lauren McKnight
Emma Coll ins
Holly Bolton
Alison Gates





 2023 SPONSORS
W e  t h a n k  o u r  2 0 2 3  s p o n s o r s ,  w h o  p a r t n e r  w i t h  u s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e
a d v a n c e m e n t  o f  s c i e n c e  e d u c a t i o n

 YOUNG SCIENTIST SPONSORS



Financial ReportFinancial Report





































Phone Number

 02 9763 2751

Email Address

office@stansw.asn.au

Website

https://stansw.asn.au

mailto:office@stansw.asn.au?subject=Web%20Inquiry

