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Advancing the profession of science teaching through
professional learning, networks and advocacy.

The Science Teachers Association of NSW (STANSW) is a community of passionate
individuals who advance science education through professional learning, networking, and
advocacy. We support teachers with resources, training, and a collaborative community to
inspire and elevate science education across New South Wales.

Embracing the passion of science educators who volunteer their time, the association
provides leadership and support to its members. As education systems and pedagogy
evolve, our organisation strives to serve as a voice for our teacher members, providing them
with the support and guidance required to effortlessly adjust to change and consistently
deliver excellence in science teaching.

About Us

Excellence in science education in NSW. 
Our Vision



Our
Mission

To advance the profession of science
education in NSW by providing
quality professional development,
support, and advocacy of our
members.

AUTHENTIC LEADERSHIP 
Serving and advocating for teachers 

COMMITMENT 
Committing to fellow science teachers
and to science education 

INCLUSIVITY
Collaborating inclusively 

INTEGRITY 
Knowing and doing what is right  

LIFELONG LEARNING 
Promoting and modelling lifelong
learning 

RESPONSIBILITY
Embracing opportunities to contribute,
lead and learn 

Our
Values



Our Council 
2025 Council Members:

Amy Ayres (President)
Lauren McKnight (Vice-President)
Jacqueline McCarthy (Treasurer)
Lesley Gough
Genevieve Firmer
Annie Martin
Kathryn Newton
Julie Rogers
Joshua Westerway

The Science Teachers Association is led
by a devoted Council consisting of
science teachers and educators who
generously volunteer their time to
oversee the Association. We thank our
2025 Council members for their
dedication and support. 

Our Team
Irena Tasevska - Executive Director
Visnja Aw - Project Manager
Emily Ha - Website and Admin Offier
Anne Muggleton - Finance Officer
Avril Turner - Marketing Specialist
Laura Stekovic - Project Officer

The Science Teachers Association is
grateful for the work of our dedicated
office team.  The team at STANSW
plans and implements our program of
events, courses, online networks, and
provides services to our members.



2025 IN NUMBERS 

7,406
SUBSCRIBERS

YOUNG 
SCIENTIST

  

EVENTS &
COURSES

541 
submissions for

   

 1,665
attendees at our

2,771  
MEMBERS 



2025 has been a year of consolidation, innovation, and continued
advocacy for the Science Teachers Association of New South
Wales (STANSW). Building on the strong momentum of 2024, our
community of dedicated educators has continued to strengthen
science education across the state through high-quality
professional learning, meaningful collaboration, and a clear,
united voice for teachers.

This year, STANSW further expanded and refined its professional
learning offerings. Our program included a diverse range of face-
to-face workshops, regional events, and the introduction of our
new virtual forum series, providing flexible and accessible
opportunities for teachers to connect, share practice, and engage
with current issues in science education. We have continued to
support educators at all stages of their careers, with a particular
emphasis on practical classroom application, emerging scientific
contexts, and confidence in implementing new curriculum
requirements. Engagement from both primary and secondary
educators has remained strong, highlighting the value of a
connected K–12 science education community.

Our membership has remained strong, reflecting the relevance
and value of STANSW to science educators across New South
Wales. This vibrant membership base underpins all that we do
and strengthens our collective capacity to advocate effectively
for science education.
Advocacy has remained a central focus in 2025. STANSW has
worked closely with key stakeholders, including NESA, to support
the implementation of the new Stage 4 and 5 syllabus, ensuring
that teacher perspectives are heard and considered. We have
also broadened our engagement with educational and industry
partners, strengthening our role as a trusted voice in discussions
around curriculum, assessment, and educational policy.

I would like to sincerely thank the STANSW Council, staff, and
volunteers for their commitment and professionalism throughout
the year. As we look toward 2026, we remain focused on
strengthening connections, supporting teachers, and advocating
for excellence in science education. Together, we continue to
build a resilient, innovative, and collaborative science teaching
community across New South Wales.

Jacqueline McCarthy, President

President’s Report



Throughout 2025, we navigated a changing landscape for teachers,
including shifts in professional learning and increasing pressures on
school budgets. In turn, STANSW has remained focused on being
responsive and relevant, ensuring our work continues to directly support
teachers’ professional needs and classroom practice.

Professional learning has remained a core priority. Our programs in 2025
have been designed to strengthen teacher self-efficacy and build
practical skills, supporting teachers to feel confident and capable in their
teaching. A significant focus has been on supporting teachers through
the implementation of new syllabuses. STANSW has contributed to this
work through active participation in NESA working and advisory groups,
ensuring the voice of science educators is represented and that
implementation support is informed, practical, and classroom-focused.

Advocacy continues to underpin everything we do. Through strong
partnerships and our ongoing work with ASTA, we have amplified the
needs and perspectives of science teachers at both state and national
levels. This collaborative approach strengthens our capacity to influence
policy and advocate for quality science education across all sectors.

In 2025, we have also expanded our focus on programs and resources.
This growing area of work reflects member feedback and includes
increased support for primary teachers, the development of targeted
teaching resources, and initiatives that celebrate excellence in science
education. Recognising and showcasing great practice remains central to
building a strong, connected professional community.

None of this work would be possible without the dedication of our staff
and volunteers. I sincerely thank our team for their commitment,
adaptability, and professionalism, and our volunteers for their generosity,
expertise, and ongoing contributions to the work of the Association.

As we look ahead, STANSW remains committed to supporting teachers
through change, advocating for their needs, and providing high-quality
professional learning, programs, and resources. 

Irena Tasevska, Executive Director

Executive Director's  Report 



The 2025 financial year presented a changing environment for the Science Teachers
Association of NSW, resulting in an operating deficit of $91,107, compared with a surplus of
$90,929 in 2024. 
 
Financial Performance 
Total income for the year was $586,441, a decline from $810,373 in 2024. This reduction
was primarily driven by lower conference income ($388,030 compared to $571,919 in the
previous year). Membership income also softened slightly to $171,351, reflecting broader
sector pressures. 

Overall conference income declined compared to 2024, largely reflecting a decrease in
conference registration income. This was attributable to significant shifts in the
professional learning landscape, including changes to NESA accredited professional
learning requirements, alongside ongoing challenges faced by schools in releasing teachers
due to workforce pressures. Notably, within overall conference income, the Association
experienced an increase in conference sponsorship revenue. This partially offset the
reduction in conference registration income and demonstrates strong engagement from
industry partners. We acknowledge and thank our sponsors for their continued support,
which remains an important contributor to the success and sustainability of our operations. 

Total expenses were $677,548, representing a modest decrease from $719,444 in 2024.
While key cost areas such as wages and salaries and superannuation remained material,
the Association actively managed discretionary expenditure.
 
Financial Position 
Despite the operating deficit, the Association maintains a strong balance sheet, with net
assets of $852,650 at year end. Cash reserves remain robust at $1.09 million, providing
stability and capacity to support future strategic initiatives. Liabilities increased during the
year to $285,827, largely due to higher income received in advance (including membership
and event income) and ongoing employee provisions. 
 
Outlook 
Although 2025 resulted in a deficit, this primarily reflects substantial shifts in the
professional learning landscape and follows two consecutive years of profit. Looking ahead,
we will continue to respond to our members’ evolving needs, focusing on delivering
relevant, high-value services aligned with those needs.
 
The Council and STANSW Executive remain committed on strengthening revenue diversity,
managing our costs sustainably, and ensuring our long-term financial sustainability. 

Finance Report - Commentary 





A Year in Review
Meet the Markers
STANSW K-10 Conference
STANSW Stage 6 Conference 

Head Teachers Network 
Primary Teachers Network 
Science Extension Network
Scientific Critical Thinking Network

Literacy in Science Course 
Early Careers Teachers Course
Leadership Course  
Differentiation in Science Course  

HSC Student Lecture Series

Young Scientist Awards

 STANSW 2025 Professional Learning 



2025 Young Scientist 

Students from across New South Wales showing a passion and flair for science were awarded last
night’s Young Scientist of the Year Awards. Michaela Loukas from Marist Catholic College Penhurst, in
Southern Sydney, took home the title of Young Scientist of the Year for her project Assessing the
Accuracy and Interpretability of a Recurrent Neural Network for Breast Cancer Classification and
Molecular Subtyping using Ribonucleic Acid Sequencing Data.

Noah Riva, from Barrenjoey High School, and Thea Barron from Lambton High School, came in equal
second for their projects Spatial Heterogeneity of Surface Water PFAS Levels along the Snowy River,
from its Source to Lake Jindabyne and Impact of our shorelines on the fragmentation of microplastics.
Rural Young Scientist of the Year was awarded to Holly Bennett from Kinross Wolaroi School, for her
project Reproductive Rate of Maiden Ewes and the Relationship with Liveweight at Mating and Birth
Type.

Kushmi Jayaratne and Lotem Rotman from Armidale City Public School were awarded Rural Primary
Young Scientist for their project Ready, Set, Ant.
Primary Young Scientist of the Year was awarded to Kaelyn Chik, Presbyterian Ladies College, for her
project Ocean Acidification and Its Effect on Octopuses; The Budding Young Scientist, for the top
student in years K-2, was awarded to Blake Rhim, of Arden Anglican School.

Generously supported by The University of Technology Sydney (UTS), this was the 33rd year of the
Young Scientist Awards Program, which celebrates scientific and technical innovation of K-12 school
students around the state. Since 1992, the program, run by the Science Teachers’ Association of New
South Wales (STANSW), has been encouraging students to undertake innovative projects and
investigations to find creative solutions to real-world problems.



At the ceremony, the winning students received awards and monetary prizes for their innovative
science projects. This year’s competition attracted more than 500 project entries from across the
state. 

After the Young Scientist Awards Ceremony, selected students from each region of NSW will go
on to represent the state at the National Science Awards – The iCubed Awards.

Through the Young Scientist Awards, students engage with authentic practices of science. They
ask questions, test ideas, and put their scientific skills into action. In doing so, they create
something genuinely unique, driven by curiosity and the desire to explore the unknown.
“These experiences help young people see science not just as a subject, but as a way of
understanding and shaping the world around them. By celebrating their achievements, we’re
also recognising the creativity, persistence, and critical thinking that fuel Australia’s future
innovation.

The 2025 Young Scientist Awards was supported by program sponsors: University of Technology
(UTS), Australian Skeptics, Future You, Stile Education, Rowe Scientific, AARNET, Australian
Institute of Physics, Royal Australian Chemical Institute, Australian Society for Biochemistry and
Molecular Biology, STEM Reactor, STEP Inc and Passionately Curious.

2025 Young Scientist 

2025 Primary Young Scientists2025 Secondary Young Scientists



Amy Ayres
Erin Munn
Rhys Briscoe-Hough
Joshua Westerway
Jonathan Strating
Jonathan Katz
Jacqueline McCarthy
Annie Martin
Phil ippa Mil ler
Susanne Will iams
Joshua Botto
Lesley Gough
Fiona Grant

K-10 Conference 

Kathryn Newton
Joshua Westerway
Roslyn Mahrous
Marija Glabus
Lisa Kerr

2025 ORGANISING COMMITTEES
Meet the Markers    

Secondary Conferene

Julie Rogers
Lisa Cabral
Marija Glabus
Sandra Woodward
Catriona Chaikin
Reena Makkar
Jordan Barnsley 
Andrew Eaton
Mora Soliman

Primary Teachers Network
Jacqueline McCarthy
Annie Martin
Lesley Gogh
Susanne Williams

We thank all science educators who have contributed to excellence in science
education either, as an Organising Committee member or one of the hundreds of
teachers who have presented at one of our conferences or contributed to our
Science Education News journal.  We welcome involvement from all teachers and
educators in our Organising Committees and conferences.  If you would like to be
involved please contact us.  

Young Scientist 
Phil ippa Mil ler
Anjali Rao
Daisy Kong
Elizabeth O'Connor
Joanna Avraam
Geoff McIver
Matthew McKenzie
Sara Kyne
Sian Ware
Lisa Louie

Early Career Teachers Course
Robin Gordon
Genevieve Firmer
Cameron Issacs
Grace Mamo
Olivia Belshaw
Dylan Harmer

Ken Baumgarner
Joe Coll ins
Jenny Jones
Lisa Cabral

Resources Committee

Differentiation in Science Course
Ken Baumgarner
Silvia Rudman

Jennifer Ming
Frank Milic
Colin Harrison
Lauren McKnight

Head Teachers Network Science Extension Network
Lauren McKnight
Maria Luisa Gutierrez
Holly Bolton
Alison Gates
Emma Coll ins



 2025 SPONSORS
W e  t h a n k  o u r  2 0 2 5  s p o n s o r s ,  w h o  p a r t n e r  w i t h  u s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e
a d v a n c e m e n t  o f  s c i e n c e  e d u c a t i o n .



Financial ReportFinancial Report



































Phone Number

 02 9763 2751

Email Address

office@stansw.asn.au

Website

https://stansw.asn.au

mailto:office@stansw.asn.au?subject=Web%20Inquiry
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